MERRIMAC STATE SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

10 September 2026 CRICOS Provider Code: 00608A Term 3, Week 9
WHAT'S ON PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Week 9 As we come to the end of another busy and rewarding term, | would like to take a moment to thank

Thursday 10 September
Intermediate & Senior Strings 8am

Friday 11 September
Senior Choir 8am

Week 10

Monday 14 September
Year 2 Street Science

Twilight Tunes at Merrimac High (Band/Strings)

Tuesday 15 September

Run Club 8am Years 3-6

Junior Choir 8.10am

Junior Athletics Carnival (Prep-Yr3)
Junior Band 3-4pm

Wednesday 16 September
Beginner Strings 8am
Breaky Fit 8am Years 1-6

Thursday 17 September
Intermediate & Senior Strings 8am
Colour Fun Run

Friday 18 September
Senior Choir 8am
Last Day of Term 3

Term 4 Week 1
Monday 5 October
King’s Birthday Public Holiday

Tuesday 6 October
First Day Term 4

Wednesday 7 October

Year 4 Bike Ed Payment Due
Breaky Fit 8am Years 1-6
Beginner Strings 8am

All School Assembly 2.20pm

Thursday 8 October
Intermediate & Senior Strings 8am
Senior Strings

Friday 9 October
Senior Choir 8am
RUOK Activities
Chappy Disco

PARENTS TO DO LIST...
. Pay due invoices
. Register for QParents

We respectfully acknowledge, the Kombumerri peoples, the Traditional Custodians of the land and recognize their continuing connection to the
land, waters and culture. We pay our respects to their Elders, past, present and emerging.

our wonderful Merrimac State School families for the continued support you provide to our students
and our school community.

Thank You for Connecting with Us

A big thank you to all of our parents and carers who attended our recent Parent—Teacher Interviews.
The connection between home and school is incredibly important to the academic success,
wellbeing and development of every student.

Our teachers genuinely value the opportunity to hear your insights into your children. You know
them in ways that are unique and incredibly valuable, and this information helps our teachers better
understand each child and develop the most effective strategies to support their learning,
engagement and wellbeing at school. When home and school work together, our students are in the
very best position to thrive.

Junior Athletics Carnival — Next Tuesday
We are looking forward to our Junior Athletics Carnival next Tuesday and would love to see lots of
parents and carers there cheering our students on!

We have a new format planned this year, designed to ensure that every student can participate,
have fun and enjoy the experience. Most importantly, we are looking forward to seeing plenty of
smiles, laughs and wonderful house spirit throughout the day.

Don't forget to wear your house-colour T-shirt and get behind your house!

Colour Run — Thursday

Then, on Thursday, we have our fantastic Colour Run! Once again, we are trying something a little
different with a new format, and we would absolutely love to see parents and carers joining us for
the afternoon.

The whole school will be heading out together, with every student and staff member involved.
Alongside the amazing Colour Run, students will rotate through a range of activities, including a disco
and other fun games.

It promises to be a wonderful afternoon of colour, music, laughter and community spirit — and a
fantastic way to finish the term!

We would also love your support in helping us raise funds for our school. Please register for the
Colour Run and aim to gain at least $10 in sponsorship. Every contribution helps us provide even
more opportunities and resources for our students.

Welcoming Our New Leadership Team Members
| am also delighted to share some exciting leadership news with our community.

Kath Spencer has now worked for one term in our leadership team as Deputy Principal and will stay
on for the remainder of the year, and Cassie Towers has just taken on the role of our new Head of
Inclusion and Learning.

Both bring a wealth of experience, kindness and a strong desire to ensure that every child feels that
they belong, is supported to succeed and loves coming to school each day. | know they will be
wonderful additions to our leadership team, and | look forward to working alongside them.




Building Superb Readers

Throughout this term, our staff have been working with great
dedication and purpose on our reading program. Our goal is to
ensure that every child develops the breadth and depth of skills
needed to become a superb reader.

Reading truly opens the world to every opportunity. It gives children
access to knowledge, imagination, independence and possibilities
for their future.

Our teaching and learning has been focusing on the many
interconnected skills that make a successful reader, including:

e  Word attack skills

e  Understanding word meaning

e  Vocabulary development

e  Grammar

e  Reading comprehension
Developing strong reading skills takes time, explicit teaching and
consistent practice, and | am incredibly proud of the commitment
our staff are showing to ensuring every child continues to grow as a
reader.

Looking Ahead to Next Term

When we return next term, we will begin by recognising World
Mental Health Day and R U OK? Day on Friday, 9 October. We have
some wonderful activities planned for students, as well as an in-
school disco to raise funds to support our chaplaincy service.

We encourage students to bring along a gold coin donation on the
first Friday of Term 4 to help support this important service within
our school.

Finally...

As we head into the holidays, | would like to wish every Merrimac
family a wonderful and well-deserved break. | hope you get the
opportunity to slow down, spend time together and enjoy some
special moments with your family.

| am also very excited to share that | will be staying on as Principal of
Merrimac State School into 2027. | feel incredibly fortunate to be
part of such a wonderful school community and am genuinely
excited to continue this journey with our students, families and staff.

Thank you for everything you do to make Merrimac State School
such a special place to learn and belong.

Have a safe, happy and relaxing holiday break. | look forward to
seeing everyone back next term, refreshed and ready for another
great chapter together.

Warm regards,

Julia Hoy

Principal

Merrimac State School

FINANCE

QParents app, all you then need to do is pay invoice and
complete the consent form online. There is a section on the
consent form for you to tick if you’d like to use your Back to
school Boost.  If you have exhausted your Back to school
Boost we will contact you via email to advise.

If you have not yet signed up for Qparents

You will receive invoices and letters home about events in

due course. If you wish to use your Boost you will need to:

e  Receive an invoice

e  Email admin@merrimacss.eq.edu.au stating that you wish to
apply an amount to an invoice

e Insert your child’s name in the email subject (not the invoice
number)

e  You will receive an email stating “We will apply” to confirm your
request

Upcoming events in term 4:

Years 4-6 Swimming Carnival Year 6 Graduation

STUDENT AWARDS

Congratulations to the following Super Students for week 8 and 9:
Tobias K P1, Avaya P P1, Gypsie P P2, Riley B P2, Alivia R P3, Maverick
B P3, Oliver R 1A, Tilly R 1A, Isla L 1B, Khoa C 1B, Jordan F 1C, Saleena
S 1C, Otis N 2A, Hudson S 2A, Wyatt W 2A, Charlotte K 2B, Grace G
2B, Zara B 2C, Francesca W 2C, Willow H 2/3M, Aubrey O 2/3M, Evie
B 3A, Braxton J 3A, Nicholas W 3B, Maya H 3B, Ivy H 3C, Janet W 3C,
Lily P 4A, Joe H 4A, Cortez A 4B, Kayla L 4B, Liam G 4C, Indiana B 4C,
Johan B 4/5M, Daniel F 4/5M, Hope B 5A, Tao Y 5A, Leela S 5B, Kyran
W 5B, Brooklyn P 5C, Grace H 5C, Amy V 6A, Kaiden P 6A, Tyler D 6B,
Savana M 6B, Drake O 6C, Harry W 6C.

REGISTER TODAY FOR QPARENTS

Remember to register with QParents to have easy access to your
child’s current information, including report cards, ability to enter
absences and make changes to contacts. Outstanding invoices also
appear on the app. We are moving to using the QParents app for
permissions for excursions and incursions so register. Invitations to
sign up have been sent home again yesterday. Please register as a
priority.

DIARY DATES FOR HPE EVENTS THIS YEAR

The following dates are correct at time of publication

DATE EVENT
11 Sept Last day for Interschool Sports
Tues 15t Sept Junior Sports Day Prep — Year 3
Wed 2 Dec Swimming Carnival — Years 4-6

NEED TO CONTACT THE SCHOOL

Currently accepting payments for:

Event Cost Due Date
Prep-Yr2 Swimming S63 16 Oct
Year 4 Camp $135 9 Nov

As we move towards total online consent management,
parents registered with QParents will receive an invoice via
email, a letter home with details and a consent form on your

General School Business admin@merrimacss.eq.edu.au
Class Enquiries Class teacher
P&C/Tuckshop/Uniform Shop  pandcmerrimacss@gmail.com
Enquiries

P&C NEWS

Monty's Colour Fun Run - 17th September:
1 WEEK TO GO! There's still time to keep fundraising and reach
those prizes. Remember, participation in the fun run requires a
minimum of $10 fundraised - so if you haven't started it's not too
late. Every bit counts as we work towards raising funds towards
additional seating for our school.




To get started go to

www.myprofilepage.com.au - W"UNTEE Y
Create a profile and share with vo s
' 12
N

family and friends.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! - We need " THURSDAY 2 ?],_ 4
volunteers to help make our ’17]’" z,.co OUR: o
Colour Run a bright and SEPTEMBER /7. J,""M )
successful day! Reach out to the - Ikl W, |

P&C for further information - b el e i

pandcmerrimacss@gmail.com

Dominos Merrimac - 'Raise Some Dough'
PIZZA NIGHT - Thursday 10th RA|SE SEME

September. DeuGH

Dominos Merrimac is teaming up .
DOMINO’S MERRIMAC WILL BE FROM EVERY
Wlth the P&C to he|p fundraise PIZZA’ SOLD ON THURSDAY 10™ SEPTEMBER 2026 TO SUPPORT:
. ) MERRIMAC STATE SCHOOL P & C
towards additional seating for our Al mnd il o drcly ot wpporog e
school by donating $1 for every
pizza sold on Thursday 10th oMo' minzimac

September 10:30am till 11:00pm.

s

DOMINOS.COM.AU

So skip the cooking, grab a pizza and support your local school and
local business at the same time.

P&C Meeting:
Our next P&C meeting is Monday 12th October in the
Administration Building staff room - everyone is welcome!.

Your 2026 P&C Team,
Rayleen, Shannon, Kate, Kelly & Susan.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE 'Y MERRIMAC OSHC

YMCA is the provider for Outside School Hours Care at Merrimac
SS. YMCA is a child safe organisation that prides itself on

high quality relationships with the community, families

and children. Enrolment information can be found at:
http://www.ymcachildcare.com.au/services/outside-school-hours-
care.html. Enquiries to amm@ymcabrisbane.org or call us on
0438 367 390. Thomas, Tori & The Y Merrimac Team

EP 2027

INFORMATION
SESSIONS

THE FINAL PREP 2027 INFORMATION SESSION
WILL BE HELD 9.30AM - 10.45AM ON THE
FOLLOWING DAY:

TUESDAY 20™ OCTOBER

Please contact the school office via phone or
email to register your details!

&% call Email
€A 0755691555 ﬁ i

For further enrolment details
please visit our website

eq.edu.au
9

& www.merrimacss.eq.edu.au

MERRIMAC STATE SCHOOL
ATHLETICS CARNIVAL YEARS P-3
2026
9:15am - 1:45pm

Session 1 (9:15 am ~ 11:00 am)

Time Event
Sprint Races
9:15am Prep Girls & Boys
Year 1 Girls & Boys
Year 2 Girls & Boys
Year 3 Girls & Boys

Lap Race
10:00 8 Prep Girls & Boys
Year 1 Girls & Boys
Year 2 Girls & Boys
Year 3 Girls & Boys
10:50 am House War Cries

11:00 - 11:45am Moming Tea

Session 2 (12:00 am - 1:45 pm)

Long Vortex Mini High Tunnel | Tug of
Time | Jump | Throw | Hurdles | Jump Ball

P1 P3 1B 2A 2C
1A iCc 2B 3A

P3 1B 2A
1A iC 2B

P1 P3 1B
1A 1Cc

12:00

12:15

12:30

B3| 88|86 |8

12:45

1B

1:00 1c

3
B2 (2355 |BR|e8 |88 |5

om|BP |58 |88 |82
B2 83 |88 |8
&

3
88|82

1:15 1A

1:30 Presentation
1:45 Lunch

THE COLOUR FUN RUN IS
OFFICIALLY UNDERWAY...
AND OUR STUDENTS ARE

ALREADY SMASHING IT! &

¢ . " There are plenty more opportunities to climb the leaderboard, <
and we want to see EVERY CLASS & EVERY STUDENT
getting involved! &

i HAVEN'T CREATED {l ALREADY HAVE
Q YOUR PROFILE? A PROFILE?
" Head to Share your fundraising

MyProfilePage.com.au ::: :v;tmhnﬁ'ymd friends
and get started! rollingt &M"_ donations
o % REMEMBER: Students need to raise a minimum of $10

through their fundraising page to participate
in the Colour Fun Run!

/3 INDIVIDUAL PRIZE

Our top fundraising \Q*L/‘{

the MOST MONEY students will get the
will win @ EPIC ultimate opportunity to “ | 3
" pizza & CUPCAKEPARTY! | | SLIME A TEACHER! m &

W « WHO WILL BEOURNEXT g
4 LEADERBOARD CHAMPIONS?3) 4 3%

S & RAISEIT. | l SHAREIT. | (7 CHASEIT.
g THURSDAY 171 SEPTEMBER 2026

(Z 52 RUN * JOG « WALK + GET COVERED IN COLOUR! &2 7




PREP-G2 GS-G
12.30-1PM 2.20-2.50PM

CHAPPY EM’'S FUNDRAISER

XS HAMPERS TO EE WON!
There is x1 hamper for Prep-Grade 2, Grade 3-4, & Grade 5-6!
TICKETS S5 EACH
OR $S20 FOR XS TICRETS

Hampers will be drawn at Chappy's Disco, Friday October 9th!

We accept
7 PLAYON Vouchers

program information

Scan QR For
A Free Trial
Session!

/ It's all about the kids having the most fun possible \
and seeing them smiling all throughout every single

of our sessions :)

DATES Wednesdays

starting 21st Oct

AGES prep - year 6

PRICE

YEAR 5 EARLY FLYERS
EXPERIENCE DAY

Academic

TUNES 3’

MON 14
SEPTEMBER

ARRIVE DEPART

8.30AM 3.15PM

( Register Here! )

rr:j) 9 ‘l w FREE EXTRAS

availoble 01 YouTube

W facebook ‘

gc@sports-x.com.au /
0424 958 822

STEAM
i TU ESDAY MERRIMAC SPORTS HALL
Tpl Threat 15 SEPTEMBER

& Culinary

Toun ws for & nigh
enterlainment andg ¢

TIME - 6:00PM
MERRIMAC SHS HALL
TICKETS $5 - COMPASSTIX

/4 TRAINLIKE A
%/ HREBIRD

UNLEASH YOUR INNER CHAMPION
THESE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS!

- 12PM
ATION PRECINCT

7-14 YEARS

SOUTHPORT CARRARA < |
NETBALL ASSOCIATION

COMPETITION FEES*

EARLYBIRD REGISTRATION
(REOISTER BEFORE 7 SEPTEMBER 2026)

o]
& e BB EEE

REGISTRATIONS AFTER
7 SEPTEMBER 2026

O $70
Bt |

&P UMPIRES SUPPLIED BY SCNA

’(_} 7™ OCT -9™ DEC 2026

C Teamree

SOUTHPORT

CARRARA GAMES FROM 5PM ON DS
0 ENQUIRIES | SCNA@SCNA.ORG.AU



