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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 
 
Growing Stronger Through Challenge 
 
One of the greatest privileges of being Principal of Merrimac State School is witnessing our students 
challenge themselves, support one another and discover just how capable they truly are. Over the past 
fortnight, our school community has celebrated some incredible achievements that reflect the values we 
strive to develop in every child—not just success, but courage, determination and perseverance. 
Our Senior Athletics Carnival was a wonderful celebration of participation, sportsmanship and school 
spirit. My sincere congratulations and thanks go to Mr Isaac Scaysbrook and our entire Senior School 
staff for their outstanding organisation, commitment and teamwork in delivering such a successful 
event. It takes many people working together behind the scenes to create opportunities like this for our 
students, and I am incredibly grateful for the dedication of our staff. 
One of the most memorable moments of the day was our much-anticipated Parent and Staff Relay Race. 
This year, for the very first time, our students claimed victory! The excitement, cheering and friendly 
rivalry perfectly captured the spirit of our school community. Congratulations to our student relay team 
on a well-deserved win—it certainly made for an unforgettable finish to a fantastic carnival. 
To all of our students who have qualified to represent Merrimac State School at the District Athletics 
Carnival in Week 5, we wish you every success. Whether you achieve a personal best, stand on the 
podium or simply give your very best effort, we know you will represent our school with pride, integrity 
and outstanding sportsmanship. 
I would also like to congratulate our staff and student Kokoda Challenge teams, who successfully 
completed an extraordinary 30-kilometre course through difficult terrain and challenging weather 
conditions a few weekends ago. Every kilometre required determination, teamwork and resilience. Their 
achievement is something they should be immensely proud of and is a wonderful example of what can 
be accomplished when people encourage one another and refuse to give up. 
 
Learning Beyond the Classroom 
 
While these events celebrate athletic achievement, they also teach something far more important. 
Both the Athletics Carnival and the Kokoda Challenge provided our students with authentic 
opportunities to develop perseverance—the ability to keep going when something is difficult, to remain 
committed when faced with setbacks, and to continue striving towards a goal even when success isn't 
immediate. 
This is one of the most valuable life skills we can help our children develop. 
Educational research consistently demonstrates that perseverance is strongly linked to academic success 
and lifelong achievement. Psychologist Angela Duckworth's research into grit highlights that sustained 
effort and resilience are significant predictors of long-term success, while Carol Dweck's work on growth 
mindset shows that students who understand that ability develops through effort are more willing to 
embrace challenges, persist through mistakes and ultimately achieve higher levels of learning. 
As educators, we know that real growth rarely occurs when everything is easy. It happens when children 
experience challenge, learn to problem-solve, recover from disappointment and discover that they are 
capable of far more than they first believed. 
Whether a student is running the final leg of a relay, tackling a difficult mathematics problem, mastering 
a new reading strategy or climbing another hill during the Kokoda Challenge, they are learning that 
perseverance builds confidence. Every challenge overcome becomes evidence that they can tackle the 
next one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We respectfully acknowledge, the Kombumerri peoples, the Traditional Custodians of the land and recognize their continuing connection to the 
land, waters and culture. We pay our respects to their Elders, past, present and emerging. 

WHAT’S ON  
Week 3 

Thursday 30 July 
Senior Strings 3.00-4.00pm 
NAIDOC Games 
Religious Instruction 
 
Friday 31 July 
Senior Choir 8.00am 
ISS and Enrichment Yrs 5, 6 
 

Week 4 
Monday 3 August 
Senior Band 3.00-4.00pm 
 
Tuesday 4 August 
Run Club 8am Years 3-6 
Junior Choir 8am 
Junior Choir Eisteddfod 11.30am at GLOW 
Robina 
Junior Band 3.00-4.00pm 
 
Wednesday 5 August 
Beginner Strings 8am 
Breaky Fit 8am Years 1-6 
Junior Assembly 2.20pm 
 
Thursday 6 August 
Intermediate Strings 8am 
Senior Choir 9am at GLOW Robina 
Senior Strings 3.00-4.00pm 
 
Friday 7 August - NO SENIOR CHOIR 
ISS and Enrichment Yrs 5, 6 
 

Week 5 
Monday 10 August 
Life Education for 4A, 1A, 1B 
Senior Band 3.00-4.00pm 
Senior Strings Eisteddfod 5.00pm at HOTA 
 
Tuesday 11 August - NO JUNIOR CHOIR 
Run Club 8am Years 3-6 
Life Education for 1C, 6C 
Beginner Strings Eisteddfod 3.15pm at HOTA 
Junior Band 3.00-4.00pm 
 
Wednesday 12 August - NO BEGINNER STRINGS 
Breaky Fit 8am Years 1-6 
Life Education for 2A, 2B, 6A 
Senior Assembly 2.20pm 
 
Thursday 13 August 
Intermediate Strings 8am 
Life Education for 3A, 3C, 6B 
Intermediate Strings Eisteddfod 3.00pm at HOTA 
 
Friday 14 August 
Senior Choir 8am 
Life Education 45M, 23M, 3B 
ISS and Enrichment Years 5, 6 
Senior Band Eisteddfod 3.00pm at HOTA 
 

PARENTS TO DO LIST… 
 Pay due invoices 
 Register for QParents  
 



 
 
How Families Can Help 
 
Parents play an incredibly important role in nurturing perseverance at home. Simple everyday conversations can make a lasting difference. 
You can support your child by: 

 praising effort, persistence and improvement rather than simply the final result; 
 encouraging them to keep trying when tasks become difficult instead of seeking the quickest solution; 
 reminding them that mistakes are a natural and valuable part of learning; 
 sharing stories of challenges you have overcome through determination; and 
 celebrating progress, courage and resilience just as much as achievement. 

When children hear consistent messages from both home and school that effort matters, challenges are opportunities and setbacks are part of 
learning, they develop the confidence to take risks, persevere and continue growing. 
At Merrimac State School, we are committed to creating opportunities that extend beyond academic learning. Whether on the sporting field, in 
the classroom, through cultural experiences or outdoor challenges, we want every child to leave our school believing in their own ability to 
overcome obstacles, contribute to their community and achieve their personal best. 
Thank you to our students, staff and families for continuing to make Merrimac a school where we celebrate not only success, but also the 
character, resilience and determination that lead to it. These are the qualities that will serve our children well—not just throughout their 
schooling, but for the rest of their lives. 
 
 
Have your say – complete the School Opinion Survey 
 
 This year’s school opinion survey runs from 27 July to 21 August.  Parents, carers, staff and students in years 5 and 6 have been emailed a link to 
participate.  Your feedback will help us to understand our school’s strengths and identify our next steps.  Survey responses are confidential.  We 
encourage everyone to take ten minutes to have their say. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Julia Hoy 
Principal 

Merrimac State School 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCHOOL CONTACTS 
Please send school business emails to 
admin@merrimacss.eq.edu.au rather than personal emails to 
receive prompt action and/or response. Include your child’s first and 
last name in your emails.  
 
FINANCE   
We are currently accepting payments for:   
Who  What  Cost  Pay by  

P-6 Life Education $14 overdue 

Select Choir bus to Eisteddford $8 30 July 

Year 6 Camp Balance $270 30 July 

P-5 Something Special Show $9 19 Aug 

  

Methods of payment accepted are:  
BPoint  for single invoice payment only       OR 
 
Direct Deposit for multiple invoices as a total to:  
BSB:      064 445  
Account:   00090019  
Account Name:  Merrimac SS General Account  
Reference: Student Surname and initial  
  

DON’T FORGET YOUR BACK TO SCHOOL BOOST 
Back to School Boost process – remember to use this when you 
receive invoices, if you are unsure if you have any boost left email 
admin@merrimacss.eq.edu.au 
Every Primary School age child has been allocated a $100 Back to 
School Boost. If you’d like to apply your Back-to-School Boost follow 
these steps: 
 Receive an invoice 
 Email admin@merrimacss.eq.edu.au stating that you wish to 

apply an amount to an invoice  
 Include your child’s name in the email subject 
 You will receive an email stating “We will apply” to confirm your 

request 
 
 
STUDENT AWARDS  
Term 3 Captains: 
Emilia S 2/3M, Gwen H 2/3M, Olive M 3A, Violet D 3A, Hyugo P 3B, 
Evie O 3B, Chloe M 3C, Arlo C 3C, Charlie D 4A, Charlie G 4A, Sophie 
V 4B, Luca F 4B, Sienna W 4C, Carter D 4C, Kai H 4/5M, Reina M 4/5M, 
Noah D 5A, Suzu H 5A, Ayda D 5B, Parker L 5B, Mia S 5C, Eli B 5C, 
Phoenix C 6A, Sofija S 6A, Oliver D 6B, Luoyi W 6B, Spencer S 6C, 
Asher O 6C. 
 
Congratulations to the following Super Students for weeks 2 and 3:  
Yindi H P1, Archer E P1, Violet V P2, Hugo G P2, Byron F P3, 
Thomas W P3, Sage A 1A, Luca C 1A, Nate  1B, Matilda M 1B, 
Charlie  1C, Ava R 1C, Shaylah C 2A, Raphael M 2A, Ariela R 2B, 
Ren K 2B, Amelia C 2C, Spencer W 2C, Jakaius F 2/3M, Emilia 
S 2/3M, Olive M 3A, Jack R 3A,   3B,   3B, Merita S 3C, Lina T 
3C, Korra B 4A, Willow H 4A, Tiahna Y 4B, Zen K 4B, Rin Y 4C, 
Asher L 4C, Kaya A 4/5M, Stella  4/5M, Scarlet D 5A, Ryan K 
5A, Seb  5B, Holly H 5B, Harlan C 5C, Ella W 5C, Phoenix C 6A, 
Jaxson E 6A, Eli M 6B, Koby J 6B, Arthur H 6C, Scarlett E 6C. 
 
QPARENTS 
Remember to register with QParents to have easy access to your 
child’s current information, including report cards, ability to enter 
absences and make changes to contacts.   Outstanding invoices also 

appear on the app. We will be moving to using the QParents app for 
permissions for excursions and incursions so you must be registered.   
Invitations to sign up have been sent home again yesterday.  Please 
register as a priority. 
 
P&C NEWS 
Thank you to all families and friends for supporting our school in the 
Robina Town Centre ‘Shop for your School” promotion. We placed 
5th overall receiving a $500 donation to benefit our school. 
 
Upcoming dates: 
Father’s Day stall:  1st-2nd September. 
Colour fun-run: 17th September. Fundraising launch soon! 
 
Tuckshop: 
Exciting new ‘Winter Meals’ - don’t miss out on these delicious 
favourites, available for a limited time. Head to Munch Monitor 
order. 
 
P&C Meeting: 
Our next P&C meeting is Monday 17th at 9:15am in the 
Administration Building staff room. If you have thought about 
coming along and haven’t had the chance, join us after school drop 
off - everyone is welcome. 
 

Your P&C Team, 
Rayleen, Shannon, Kate, Kelly & Susan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DIARY DATES FOR HPE EVENTS THIS YEAR      

The following dates are correct at time of publication 
 

DATE EVENT 
24 Jul – 21 Aug 
Fridays 

Interschool Sports and Enrichment 
Groups – Years 5 and 6 

Tue 11 and Wed 12 
August 

District Track and Field Events – 
qualifying students 

Tues 15th Sept Junior Sports Day Prep – Year 3 

Wed 2 Dec Swimming Carnival – Years 4-6 

 
 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Early Pick Ups 
Parents are once again reminded that student pick-ups cannot occur 
during break times between 11:00–11:45am and 1:45–2:15pm. 
Parents arriving during break times will be asked to wait in the foyer 
until the commencement of the next learning session.  
 
If your child requires early collection for a medical appointment, 
please contact the school office in advance to arrange an 
appropriate pick-up time so your child can be waiting for you at the 
office. 
 
For safety reasons, parents are not permitted to roam the school 
grounds searching for their children. In addition, emails requesting 
early pick-ups must be received by 12 noon. After this time, parents 
are asked to contact the office by phone. 
 
  
 

THE Y MERRIMAC OSHC 
YMCA is the provider for Outside School Hours Care at Merrimac 
SS. YMCA is a child safe organisation that prides itself on  
high quality relationships with the community, families  
and children. Enrolment information can be found at: 
http://www.ymcachildcare.com.au/services/outside-school-hours-
care.html. Enquiries to amm@ymcabrisbane.org or call us on 
0438 367 390.                       Thomas, Tori & The Y Merrimac Team 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


