
MERRIMAC STATE SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 
CRICOS Provider Code: 00608A 
 

 

25 January 2024     FORTNIGHTLY NEWS    Term 1, Week 1 
 

 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 
Welcome back to 2024.  What an incredible start to our year.  I appreciate that the holidays may have 
been very challenging for some given the weather events that impacted our beautiful Gold Coast 
community.  If you are still experiencing difficulties due to the impact of weather (or anything else) 
please reach out. 
  

Welcome to our new families across the school and to our youngest students in Prep.  
All students have settled in well to the new year.  Preps have had an additional support 
with their Merrimac Monkey.  A hug a day certainly helps to settle first week jitters. 
 

You may have noticed more renovation work being done adjacent to the Year 4 Block.  This is the 
culmination of the P&C and school Colour Fun Run project.  Magnes will complete this (hopefully – 
weather permitting) next week when they lay the artificial turf. 
 

Mosquitos 
Council spraying has occurred in our community however, we are still experiencing extreme levels 
here at school.  Students may bring their own roll on (not aerosol) repellent to school for personal 
use.  The link following is an opportunity to voice your concerns to Council.  
https://www.goldcoast.qld.gov.au/Services/Report-pay-apply/Report-a-problem/Report-a-problem-Public-health-
safety?fbclid=IwAR2KlCxiFlVFZLh4hmDE5szf-mBGccWk6ThvGFwY8mcposFpKZDUZkHRw4U 
 

Buses and Bus Bay parking 
Thank you to Kerryn Walsh for her dedication is reaching an agreement with the Kinetic to alter our 
afternoon pick up time.  The bus times have changed to reflect this (see below). 
Parking for cars IS NOT permitted in the bus bay area and is fineable.  The school’s preferred car pick 
up is Kiss-and-Go.    
 

Uniforms 
At the P&C meetings at the end of last year, the decision was made to enforce our school’s Uniform 
Policy and make the change to reflect just black school shoes.  Transition to the black only shoe will 
be made this year.  Previously acceptable white and blue shoes will be phased out over the course of 
this year.  Please refer to uniform guidelines in below article for all expectations.  
 

Lunch Breaks 
Lunch breaks have been changed to reflect our new teacher model.  2 x 2-hour sessions with a 
45minute session in the afternoon.  First break is the longer break (11:00 – 11:40am).  It will be 
referred to as ‘Lunch and is our main eating and playing break.  This means the tuckshop will serve 
the main lunch items at this time.  The second break, ‘Afternoon tea’, will occur at 1:45 – 2:15pm. 
 

Assemblies 
Weeks 1 and 10 of each term will now be whole-school assemblies.  Weeks 2/4/6 and 8 will be Junior 
assemblies and Weeks 3/5/7 and 9 will be Senior assemblies.  Parents and caregivers are welcome to 

attend all assemblies.  They are all held in the PAC and will begin promptly at 2:20pm. 
Shannon Lusk - Principal 

 

We respectfully acknowledge, the Traditional Custodians the Kombumerri peoples and recognize their continuing connection to                                                         
the land, waters and culture. We pay our respects to their Elders, past, present and emerging. 

WHAT’S ON… 
 

WEEK 1: 
Friday 26th January  

*Public Holiday (No School) 
 

WEEK 2:  
Monday 29th January  

*Run/Walk Club/Oval/8am 
 

Tuesday 30th January 
*Deadly Choices 

Program/ICT Lab/1.45pm 
 

Wednesday 31st January  
*Junior Assembly 2.20pm 

 
WEEK 3: 

Monday 5th February  
*Run/Walk Club/Oval/8am 

 
Tuesday 6th February 

*P&C Meeting/Old School 
Building/9.15am 
*Deadly Choices 

Program/ICT Lab/1.45pm 
 

Wednesday 7th February  
*Brekky Fit/PAC/8.00am 

(Year 1-6) 
*Intermediate 

Strings/Music Room/8am-
8.40am 

*Senior Assembly 2.20pm 
 

Thursday 8th February 
*Beginner 

Strings/Hall/8am-8.40am 
*Senior Strings/Music 

Room 3pm-4pm 
 

 



FINANCE  
We are currently collecting for: 

*Please note: Religion Activity books have been invoiced to students who 
are recorded as participating in Religion classes on Thursdays. If you wish 
to change your preference please email admin@merrimacss.eq.edu.au 
 
Please note: Some phones are not compatible and will not process the 
BPoint method.  If your phone is not compatible you will need to use a 
tablet or computer.  Your bank may be able to assist with an app that 
might work for you. 
 

 
Remember to keep track of closing dates for payments so your children don’t miss out. Late payments may result in students missing out on events.  
When events are over unpaid invoices are cancelled and credit adjustment notifications are sent out.   Do not pay on these adjustments they are merely a 
cancellation of an unpaid invoice. Education Queensland discourages schools from carrying credit balances on student accounts.  Please only pay for items that 
have been invoiced. 

  
ASSEMBLIES 2024 
Whole school assemblies will occur in weeks 1 and 10, to start and finish each school term. The school will hold 
fortnightly assemblies for the Junior and Senior School separately. Details below: 

- Junior School (Prep – Year 2), weeks 2/4/6/8  
- Senior School (Year 3 – Year 6), weeks 3/5/7/9 

All assemblies will be held in the PAC, on Wednesday at 2.20pm and will run for approximately 30 minutes. 
Parents/Carers are welcome to attend.  
 
KISS & GO 
Kiss & Go is the preferred pick up and drop off method. It allows the carpark to run more smoothly. 
 
SCHOOL BUS  
Please be advised of this important notification in preparation for Term 1 2024.  School Bus Pass Amnesty Period – 
Term 1 2024. From 22nd January 2024 to 1st March 2024 there will be an amnesty period for all students awaiting 
delivery of their School Bus Passes. This period is to allow for the printing and distribution of 2024 School Bus Passes. 
What does this mean? Students can travel to and from school without a 2024 School Bus Pass during this time. 
See below School Bus Timetable 2024: 
 
 
 
 

Who What Cost Pay by 
Yrs 3-4 Learn to Swim $70.00 9 Feb 
Yrs 5-6 Safe Surf Program $70.00 23 Feb 
P-6 Classroom Resources (SRS) $60.00 28 Mar 
Yrs3-6 Reading Eggs $14.00 28 Mar 
Yrs3-6 Resilience Diary $20.00 28 Mar 
Year 1 Religion Activity book* $5.60 28 Mar 
Yrs2-6 Religion Activity books* $7.30 28 Mar 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BREAK TIMES/ TUCKSHOP 
Break times have changed slightly this year. First break will now be called ‘lunch’ this is when students at eating time 
will be encouraged to eat their main items, the Tuckshop will also serve main items at this time. The second break 
will now be called ‘Afternoon Tea’.  

- Lunch: 11.00am – 11.45am 
- Afternoon Tea: 1.45pm – 2.15pm   

Menu updates in the Tuckshop will be reflected in Munch Monitor in the coming week.  
 
SOCIAL MEDIA 
To keep up to date with all things Merrimac State School, please follow our social media platforms.  
https://www.facebook.com/MerrimacStateSchool 
https://www.instagram.com/merrimacss/ 
 
BREKKY FITNESS 
Brekky Fitness is returning in Week 3 – Wednesday 7th February 2024. Brekky Fitness’ is opening to Year 1-6 and will 
be held in the PAC – 8.00am – 8.45am, weekly. Thank you to Coles Worongary and our Volunteers for making this 
possible. 
 
P&C NEWS 

Welcome back! 
We have so many exciting things happening around our school this year. Whether you’re into Trivia Nights, Discos, 
or the mothers’/Fathers’ Day stall - if you would like to volunteer any time, we have an activity to suit! 
 
Please contact our Tuckshop and Uniform Shop Convenor if you have any questions. 
 
TUCKSHOP NEWS 
Please ensure your child’s class has been updated on the Munch Monitor website.  
Changes will be coming to the Tuckshop menu in the coming weeks. 
 
UNIFORM SHOP 
Please be advised the introductory price for our new shirts will end on 1st February. The price will increase to our 
new shirts will increase to $34.  
A reminder for orders - please remind your child that they need to collect pre-orders from the Tuckshop to reduce 
the risk of items going missing. We endeavour to contact the children’s classroom but your child can collect orders 
from the Tuckshop from 8:30am Mon-Thurs. 
Size 6s and 8s in the new uniform design are currently out of stock. We are waiting on delivery of the new shirts, and 
will update the community when they arrive. 
 
UPCOMING P&C MEETING 
Please join us Tuesday 6th Feb at 9:15am in the Old School building 
Light refreshments provided. 
 
Please follow us on social media for the most up to date information and parent information sharing: 
- Merrimac State School P&C Association  
- Merrimac State School Parents and Guardians  
 This is a closed group, privy to parents and guardians of current students only. Please be mindful to answer the 
questions to be approved, as we often get confused for the High School parents’ page. 
 
We hope your students are settling into their new classes and hope they have a wonderful 2024! 
 

Kelly, Jess & Eliza 
Your P&C Executive Team 

 
 
 
 



 

THE Y MERRIMAC OSHC 
YMCA is the provider for Outside School Hours Care at Merrimac SS. YMCA is a child safe organisation that prides itself on  
high quality relationships with the community, families and children. Enrolment information can be found at: 
http://www.ymcachildcare.com.au/services/outside-school-hours-care.html. Enquiries to amm@ymcabrisbane.org or call us on 0438 367 390.  
 

 Thomas, Katie & The Y Merrimac Team 

 
PHONES AWAY FOR THE DAY – TERM 1 2024 
‘Phones away for the day’ is a Department of Education initiative that will come into place for 
all QLD State Schools in Term 1 2024. Please read the Merrimac State School Phone/Wearable 
Devices Policy below – the only change to our current policy is that wearable devices that have 
cellular (phone calling abilities) will be treated like a mobile phone and will need to be handed 
into the office for the day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
UNIFORM GUIDELINES 2024 

 

 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

Week Date Event 

1 

Monday, 22 January 2024  

Tuesday, 23 January 2024  

Wednesday, 24 January 2024 School Assembly/PAC/2.20pm 

Thursday, 25 January 2024 Newsletter Sent Out 

Friday, 26 January 2024 AUSTRALIA DAY HOLIDAY 

2 

Monday, 29 January 2024 Run Club/Oval/8.00am 

Tuesday, 30 January 2024 Deadly Choices Program/ICT Lab/1.45pm-2.55pm 

Wednesday 31, January 2024 Junior Assembly/PAC/2.20pm 

Thursday, 1 February 2024  

Friday, 2 February 2024  

3 

Monday, 5 February 2024 Run Club/Oval/8.00am 

Tuesday, 6 February 2024 P&C Meeting - Old School Building - 9.15am 

 Deadly Choices Program/ICT Lab/1.45pm-2.55pm 

 Senior Band/Music Room/3pm-4pm 

Wednesday, 7 February 2024 Intermediate Strings/Music Room/8am-8.40am 

 Brekky Fit/PAC/8am-8.45am (Year 1-6) 

 Senior Assembly/PAC/2.20pm 

Thursday, 8 February 2024 Beginner Strings/Hall/8am-8.40am 

 Senior Strings/Music Room 3pm-4pm 

 Newsletter Sent Out 

4 

Friday, 9 February 2024  

Monday, 12 February 2024 Run Club/Oval/8.00am 

Tuesday, 13 February 2024 Deadly Choices Program/ICT Lab/1.45pm-2.55pm 

 Senior Band/Music Room/3pm-4pm 

Wednesday, 14 February 2024 Intermediate Strings/Music Room/8am-8.40am 

 Brekky Fit/PAC/8am-8.45am (Year 1-6) 

 Junior Assembly/PAC/2.20pm 

Thursday, 15 February 2024 Beginner Strings/Hall/8am-8.40am 

 Senior Strings/Music Room 3pm-4pm 

5 

Friday, 16 February 2024  

Monday, 19 February 2024 Run Club/Oval/8.00am 

Tuesday, 20 February 2024 Deadly Choices Program/ICT Lab/1.45pm-2.55pm 

 Senior Band/Music Room/3pm-4pm 

Wednesday, 21 February 2024 Intermediate Strings/Music Room/8am-8.40am 

 Brekky Fit/PAC/8am-8.45am (Year 1-6) 

 Senior Assembly/PAC/2.20pm 

Thursday, 22 February 2024 Beginner Strings/Hall/8am-8.40am 

 Senior Strings/Music Room 3pm-4pm 

 Newsletter Sent Out 

6 

Friday, 23 February 2024  

Monday, 26 February 2024 Run Club/Oval/8.00am 

Tuesday, 27 February 2024 Deadly Choices Program/ICT Lab/1.45pm-2.55pm 

 Senior Band/Music Room/3pm-4pm 



Wednesday, 28 February 2024 Intermediate Strings/Music Room/8am-8.40am 

 Brekky Fit/PAC/8am-8.45am (Year 1-6) 

 Junior Assembly/PAC/2.20pm 

Thursday, 29 February 2024 Beginner Strings/Hall/8am-8.40am 

 Senior Strings/Music Room 3pm-4pm 

7 

Friday, 1 March 2024  

Monday, 4 March 2024 Run Club/Oval/8.00am 

Tuesday, 5 March 2024 Deadly Choices Program/ICT Lab/1.45pm-2.55pm 

 Senior Band/Music Room/3pm-4pm 

Wednesday, 6 March 2024 Intermediate Strings/Music Room/8am-8.40am 

 Brekky Fit/PAC/8am-8.45am (Year 1-6) 

 Senior Assembly/PAC/2.20pm 

 Junior Band/Music Room/3pm-4pm 

Thursday, 7 March 2024 Beginner Strings/Hall/8am-8.40am 

 Senior Strings/Music Room 3pm-4pm 

 Newsletter Sent Out 

8 

Friday, 8 March 2024  

Monday, 11 March 2024 Run Club/Oval/8.00am 

Tuesday, 12 March 2024 Deadly Choices Program/ICT Lab/1.45pm-2.55pm 

 Senior Band/Music Room/3pm-4pm 

Wednesday, 13 March 2024 Intermediate Strings/Music Room/8am-8.40am 

 Brekky Fit/PAC/8am-8.45am (Year 1-6) 

 Junior Assembly/PAC/2.20pm 

 Junior Band/Music Room/3pm-4pm 

Thursday, 14 March 2024 Beginner Strings/Hall/8am-8.40am 

 Senior Strings/Music Room 3pm-4pm 

9 

Friday, 15 March 2024  

Monday, 18 March 2024 Run Club/Oval/8.00am 

Tuesday, 19 March 2024 Deadly Choices Program/ICT Lab/1.45pm-2.55pm 

 Senior Band/Music Room/3pm-4pm 

Wednesday, 20 March 2024 Intermediate Strings/Music Room/8am-8.40am 

 Brekky Fit/PAC/8am-8.45am (Year 1-6) 

 Senior Assembly/PAC/2.20pm 

 Junior Band/Music Room/3pm-4pm 
 

Thursday, 21 March 2024 Beginner Strings/Hall/8am-8.40am 
 

 Senior Strings/Music Room 3pm-4pm 

10 

 Newsletter Sent Out 

Friday, 22 March 2024  

Monday, 25 March 2024 Run Club/Oval/8.00am 

Tuesday, 26 March 2024 Deadly Choices Program/ICT Lab/1.45pm-2.55pm 

 Senior Band/Music Room/3pm-4pm 

Wednesday, 27 March 2024 Intermediate Strings/Music Room/8am-8.40am 

 Brekky Fit/PAC/8am-8.45am (Year 1-6) 

 Whole School Assembly/PAC/2.20pm 

 Junior Band/Music Room/3pm-4pm 



 
Thursday, 28 March 2024 Beginner Strings/Hall/8am-8.40am 

  Senior Strings/Music Room 3pm-4pm 

 Friday, 29 March 2024 GOOD FRIDAY HOLIDAY 

 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCMENTS  
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


