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Monday, 25 May 2009

Arrangementsfor schoolsregarding Influenza HIN1 (Human Swine Flu)
A message from Education Queensland

Dear Parent/Carer,

As you may be aware, a decision has been madeatianal level to introduce a range of addition&asures to reduce
the spread of Influenza HIN1 09 (Human Swine Flllese measures are a response to the fact thaakaistas moved
from the Pandemic Influenza phaBelay to the current phas€ontain. The key Government objective of tlantain
phase is to limit the spread of the virus.

Studentsreturning from over seas

Among these measures is an agreement that allsState Territoriesnove to excluding, for a seven-day period, school
students from schools that are returning or argivirom the following overseas countries: Mexico,itdd States of
America, Canada, Panama and Japan. This list cafolred on the Department of Health and Ageing websi
www.healthemergency.gov.au and is reviewed regularlight of the current situation. In Queenslame are referring to
this period as a seven-day timeout period.

The seven-day timeout period allows time for theess to appear if the student has acquired thes#l. The seven-day
timeout period is only considered at this stageessary for primary and secondary schools. Thissabse outbreaks
overseas have only been reported in school setiindate.

If you have a child who has returned or is to retilom one of the affected areas, could you pleasése the school and
ensure that your child remains at home for seveys @wen if they do not have symptoms. The severs dasfudes
weekends and public holidays. If your child becomasell, please seek immediate medical advice fyour general
practitioner.

This seven-day timeout period from school followingvel in a country of concern will aid in slowitige spread of the
disease and limit the possibility of school closdue to an outbreak in the school.

Event of school closure
In the event of a confirmed case of Influenza H{Nliman Swine Flu) in a student attending your sthbe school will
be closed for up to seven days.

During a school closure — or if your child is invetl in a seven-day timeout period — every attenmiptbe made to
provide schoolwork. This may be placed on the sthabsite, emailed or mailed home. Parents andestsdwill be
asked to remain connected to school via the inteand to keep in contact with teachers through kewlaére possible.
There will however be no school supervision proditte children on the seven-day timeout.

Parents can assist schools to manage the curtaatian in the following ways:

« Provide the school with current contact detailduding current address, telephone number, mobitmemumber and
email address and any other information you magiden to be relevant.

e Continue to follow standard good hygiene practisash as covering nose and mouth if sneezing orhoggand
regular hand-washing.

« Be diligent in observing your family’s health areb& medical assistance where uncertain.

< Ensure children avoid major gatherings e.g. spgrtivents and shopping centres during the severidaput period
or school closure.

Queensland Health continues to closely monitor shisation and should it change, the school comtyuwill be advised
immediately. Please stay informed by paying attento media reports. Updates will be available lwe Department of
Education and Training website as www.deta.qld goand our school’s website.

If you have any questions about symptoms or ilingas can call 13HEALTH (13432584) 24 hours a dayes days a
week or contact your regular health practitioner.

For other information please contact the Schoaidipal.

Yours sincerely

Dr R. J. Pointing
Principal



